
Important note: this note is prepared by the Clerk to assist current Councillors and others who have an interest in being a Parish Councillor 
at Chailey Parish Council. It should not be taken as a definitive statement of the law: if in doubt reference should be made to sources such 
as the Electoral Commission website or documentation and other information prepared by the Returning Officer at Lewes District Council. 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 

Chailey Parish Council 

Briefing on the Parish Council Election to be held on 2nd May 2019 

 

Timetable 

18th March 2019 Notice of election published by LDC 

18th March 2019 Purdah begins  

19th March 2019 Submission of nomination papers starts 

3rd April 2019 Submission of nomination papers ends (at 4pm) 

? April 2019 Statement of persons nominated published 

? April 2019 Notice of poll issued 

2nd May 2018 Election held 

3rd May 2019 Count and announcement of results 

7th May 2019 Current Council comes to an end (at 5pm) 

14th May 2018 1st meeting of the new Council  

 

References to “Lewes” in this paper are to Lewes District Council. 

Notice of election 

This will be published on 18th March and Lewes say it will be on their website by 4pm on that day. 
The page for “upcoming” elections is https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/elections-and-
voting/upcoming-elections and I assume that the notice will be published there. This cannot though 
be guaranteed: you may have to look elsewhere. 

Purdah and the work of the Council 

The work of the Parish Council continues throughout the period of the election. However, the rules 
of Purdah mean that care has to be taken in certain respects. The Full Council meetings on 19th 
March and 16th April, and the P&E Committee meetings on 2nd and 30th April, will though take place 
as normal. 

Purdah is a convention not enshrined in law. It exists to try and ensure that there is a level playing 
field for everyone and, in particular, no advantage is afforded to existing Councillors seeking re-
election over others who are not members of the Council but who are also seeking to be elected.  

During Purdah, although the Council continues to function it should keep a low profile. For example, 
the run up to an election is not the time to announce a grandiose plan which will bring untold 
benefits to the village. Publicity matters on politically controversial matters should not be published. 
No reference should be made to individual Councillors in press or other releases. No events are held 
by the Council involving candidates.  

The Purdah rules apply equally to the Clerk. However the Clerk may, if he/she thinks fit, publish 
factual information, for example to counter incorrect views put out on social media.  

Attached is guidance that has been published jointly by several Local Councils which explains Purdah 
in more detail. 
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Eligibility  

You cannot be a Councillor if you are subject to a bankruptcy order, bankruptcy restrictions order or 
undertaking, or you have in the five years before the date of the election been convicted of any 
offence carrying a sentence of 3 months or more (whether suspended or not) or you have been 
found guilty of corrupt or illegal practices. 

Subject to not falling foul of any of the disqualifications above, You are able to stand for election and 
hold office if you: 

 are a qualifying Commonwealth or EU citizen; 

 are at least 18 years old on the day of the election; and 

 on that day and thereafter continue to be a local government elector for the Parish 

and you have, during the whole of the preceding 12 months: 

 occupied, as owner or tenant, any land of premises in the Parish; 

 had your principal or only place of work in the Parish; or 

 resided in the Parish or, in the case of an existing Councillor, resided in the Parish or within 
three miles of its boundary. 

The submission of nomination papers 

The submission of nomination papers begins on 19th March. Hopefully the notice of election will 
explain how blank nomination papers can be obtained. They may need to be collected from Lewes. 

Nomination papers can be submitted up to 4pm on 3rd April. Completed nomination papers have to 
be hand-delivered in person by prospective candidates to Lewes. The instruction from Lewes says 
that those wishing to be nominated should ring 01273 471600 to secure an appointment to submit 
completed forms. There are two reasons why securing an appointment at Lewes should not be left 
until close to the deadline. The first is that the number of nominations across the District is expected 
to be substantial and it is likely to become increasingly difficult to obtain an appointment as the 
deadline approaches. The second is that the phone number given is Lewes’s main switchboard 
number and recent difficulties experienced when trying to get through to Lewes suggests that 
making an appointment may not be the straightforward process that it should be. 

The new Parish Council 

The old Parish Council will cease to exist at 5pm on 7th May. The new Council will hold its first 
meeting on 14th May. The outgoing Chairman (even if not re-elected) attends to oversee the 
appointment of the new Chairman. Thereafter the new Chairman officiates as normal. The first 
meeting operates much as the Council’s annual meeting. 

Declarations of acceptance of office 

The new Chairman must sign a declaration of acceptance of that office, and Chailey’s practice is for 
the new Vice-Chairman to do this also. All Councillors must sign a declaration of acceptance of office 
as a Councillor. This must be done at the latest at the Council meeting on 14th May. I propose all 
declarations are made at that meeting. 

Registers of Interests 

Every Councillor on the new Parish Council must complete a register of interests form which must be 
lodged with Lewes within 28 days of 2nd May 2019. It is an offence not to register a disclosable 
pecuniary interest. I propose to send out blank forms to all new Councillors so that they can be 
completed and returned to me before, or at the latest at, the meeting on 14th May. I will then make 
arrangements to lodge these with Lewes. 


