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minutes 
 

A Meeting of Full Council was held on Tuesday 20th July 2010 in the Reading Room, Chailey 
Green, commencing at 8.30 p.m. 
 
Present: Cllr. P. Olbrich (Chairman) 
Cllrs. D. Cowan, D. Cranfield, J Davies, M. Evans, K. Gould, J.Millam 
 
Public present:  three for part of the meeting. 
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk), Mr S. Brentall Internal Auditor 
 
10/15. Apologies: Cllrs J-P Ellis, M. Downey, J. Tillard and L. Waller 
 
10/16. Declarations of interest:  

Cllr. Millam declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 Rotherfield Farm due to a 
professional connection to the occupants. 
Cllr Cranfield declared a personal interest in Agenda item 10 Chailey Green access issues 
as he was acquainted with one of the residents. 
 

10/17. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be  
 considered as a matter of urgency: None 
 
10/18. Minutes: To agree minutes of Full Council Meeting held on 15th June 2010  

The minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record of the Full Council meeting held on 
15th June 2010. (Council resolution 188/10)  

 
10/19. Matters arising for information:  

None. 
 

10/20. To receive Auditors Report and review Internal Auditors Engagement for 2010/2011. 
Mr S Brentall’s (Internal Auditor) report had been previously circulated to members. In his 
report Mr Brentall made the following comments: 

• The audit function had been completed in accordance with Governance and 
Accountability Guidance for local Councils. This included test checks on the 
Council’s financial transactions. It also included a review of various risks facing the 
Council and an evaluation of how the Council has met its responsibilities as a 
trustee.  

• The former Clerk Rachel Seccombe was thanked for her help and co-operation 
provided during the audit visits in November 2009 and January 2010 and assistance 
in the handover to the new Clerk. 

• New Clerk Vera Grainger was thanked for assistance given during July 2010. It was 
acknowledged that the task of preparation of the Annual return for 2009/10 within a 
few weeks of being in post had been a difficult one. The Council were informed that 
the Auditor was very impressed with the way this task had been completed. 

• The Council were advised that the high standard of book-keeping and record-
keeping had been maintained during the year. 
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• Although a formal risk assessment Schedule had been completed it was 
recommended that Risk Management is an area where improvements could be 
made. 

• In discussions concerning the handover process it had been concluded that an 
Operational Manual would be an advantage. Such a Manual would provide a brief 
outline of the financial and other procedures that the Clerk was required to 
undertake on a routine basis. It would help to if identify time consuming 
inefficiencies and make for an easier hand over in the future. 

.  
The Council thanked Mr Brentall for his report and were reassured to learn that the hand 
over had gone relatively smoothly. 
Members discussed the risk assessment recommendation. It was noted that much work 
had already been completed in this area and there were concerns that the process should 
be beneficial in identifying value for money and the reduction of unnecessary procedure, 
rather than a review of health and safety issues. It was agreed that a working group should 
be formed to consider the revision of the risk assessment. Cllrs Gould, Cranfield and Evans 
offered to assist with the working party to meet in late September (date to be agreed). 
 

10/21. Appraisal of Small Grants Scheme Applications 
A table of grant applications received had been circulated for consideration prior to the 
meeting. The applications had been scored against the criteria for Chailey Parish Council 
Small Grants Scheme and compliance with S.137 of Local Government Act 1972 criteria. 
  
Members gave careful consideration to each application but were conscious that the overall 
total approved should not exceed that previously awarded. It was considered important that 
the groups and societies which promote community life specifically to Chailey should be 
supported. After consideration and some adjustment the Council were able to provide some 
funding for all of the applications received (a total of £4050.00), the amounts agreed as 
listed below: 
 
 

 
 
 

10/22   Reports from Council Representatives on Village Organisations: 

Category of Grant  
Type of organisation 
 

CPC  
Decision 

Environment £ 
Chailey Commons Society 250 
Friends of St Peters Church 500 
Friends of Markstakes Common 250 
Leisure  
Chailey Horticultural Society 300 
Chailey & Newick Painting Group 250 
Chailey Bonfire Society 600 
Sport  
Chailey Cricket Club 250 
Chailey Football Club 250 
Chailey Sports Club 250 
Chailey Colts Football 250 
Young People  
Chailey Brownies 300 
Rainbow Guides 300 
Chailey Guides 300 



3 

Initials: Date:  

• Crime & Disorder - Cllr Gould reported that there had been a number of reported 
thefts locally from sheds and outbuildings. Residents needed to be aware and take 
preventative action. 

• New Heritage – Cllr Davies reported on progress on work at The Chapel, New 
Heritage Way. Application was being made for repairs and renovation and a bat 
survey had been requested. 

• Chailey Commons Management Committee- Cllr Evans reported that Jane 
Wilmot (ESCC) was drawing up specifications for the fencing project. Natural 
England had ring fenced the required funding. It was noted that there had been 
some commons encroachment at Longhurst Cottages and Yew Tree Cottages. 

• Meeting with ESCC Highways- Cllr Evans reported that there had been discussion 
regarding the Section 106 New Heritage contribution for the creation of a footpath at 
A275/ New Heritage. The land on one side of the road was common land and the 
other side of the road was in private ownership, which makes the creation of a 
footpath problematic. With regard to parking issues at Downsview, North Chailey, 
ESCC Highways advise that grass verge parking is permissible under Highways Act 
but under the New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 a Parish Council could give 
notice to impose its own restrictions. An update had been received from ESCC Cllr. 
Meg Stroud regarding pedestrian crossings and it had been confirmed that there 
was currently no funding available. However this advice had been superseded as 
New Heritage section 106 funding could be used for the pedestrian crossing at 
South Chailey. 

• South Street – Cllr Millam had received representations from residents at South 
Street regarding motor cyclists travelling at excessive speeds along the South 
Street section of A275. A resident had reported that their dog had been run over 
by a speeding motor cyclist. Cllr Millam confirmed that complaints had been made 
to the Police.  

. 
 
10/23. Finance report to Council  

The financial report for June was circulated to members and included details of receipts 
and payments and the budget report for the first quarter. The report indicated a balance at 
bank of £1,201.96 and monies on deposit of £25,000 and £31,264.79 and an operating 
surplus of £15,906. Administrative costs included the payment of the Parish Insurance 
which is payable in June and additional staff costs which were covered by the Grant from 
Action in Rural Sussex, Rural Access to Services grant.  

 
10/24. Correspondence for noting   

A list of correspondence received was circulated to members for noting. This included 
details from Sussex Association of Local Councils (SALC) of training courses for new 
Clerks and CILCA fast track training (cost £80.00 per day). Attendance was also requested 
at the Action in Rural Sussex Annual Conference.  It was agreed that the Clerk should 
attend the two training days and the Annual Conference.  
   

10/25. Risk Implications: None. 
 
10/26. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: None 

 
10/27. Information Exchange: 

• It was noted that a local resident Sean Hampton was campaigning about the speed 
of traffic using A275. Speeding issues were causing concern to many residents 
particularly to equestrians endeavouring to cross the A275 onto the common. 
Support from the Parish Council would be sought in due course. 

• Cllr Cranfield reported a spate of criminal damage occurring in the locality. 
• Cllr Davies reported that the allotment water tap was now working. 
• Cllr Olbrich had received notification from  Cllr Ellis that he had been requested to 

advise the Parish Council about the use of land at Grassington Farm – a new gate 
had been created onto A275 to store heavy equipment. There was uncertainty as to 
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whether permission had been obtained from ESCC Highways and the hedge 
needed to be properly reinstated.  It was agreed that the Clerk would confirm the 
position. 

 
10/28. Date of next meeting of Full Council: Confirmed as 21st September 2010. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
  
  Chairman                                                             Date: 


