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Minutes 
 
A meeting of Members of the Chailey Parish Council Planning and Environs Committee 
(Urgent Planning Matters) was held on Tuesday 16th March 2010 in the Reading Room, Chailey 
Green commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllr. J. Millam (Chairman) 
Cllrs. D. Cowan, D. Cranfield, M. Downey, P. Olbrich, J-P. Ellis, M. Evans, K. Gould, J. Tillard & 
L. Waller. 
 
Public present:  One (part of meeting). 
 
In attendance: R. Seccombe (Clerk) 
 
1. Apologies: None. 
  
2.  Verbal representations by members of the public:  
Mr Clive Smith of Lewes Smith, Solicitors (acting for Mrs Sebley of Rotherfield Farmhouse, 
Newick) asked the Chairman’s consent to make a representation with regard to an urgent land 
matter at Lane End Common, which is owned by Chailey Parish Council. The matter was to be 
considered later that evening under item 17 of the Full Council agenda. The Chairman stated that 
Members could receive the representation but would not be able to make any decision on the 
matter since it was not an agenda item for this particular meeting and would be considered ‘in 
closed session’. 
Mr Smith explained his understanding of the background to the access issue at Rotherfield 
Farmhouse, adjacent to the common. He stated that the licence granted in 1970 eliminated any 
pre-existing prescriptive rights (the property dates from 1580) and that under current regulations 
the licence itself could not be registered at the Land Registry. The purchaser’s solicitors do not 
wish to accept a licence in perpetuity backed by indemnity insurance and so a formal deed of 
grant is now sought. Mr Smith stated that the consideration recommended by the District Valuer 
for this right of access was, in his view, unduly high and he asked the council to consider the 
appropriateness of the level. He sought further information on how the figure had been arrived at 
and was informed that the District Valuer had been asked to respond to the queries he had 
previously raised. Mr Smith stated that above all he wanted a quick resolution to the matter of 
issuing access rights. 
The Chairman commented that the representation would be taken into account when the matter 
was subsequently discussed within Full Council. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest by Councillors: None.  
 
4. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be 
 considered as a matter of urgency: 
The Chairman notified members that additional information had been received from the LDC case 
officer relating to the following application: 
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Rec. 17.2  
Due 17.3.10 
(extension) 

Name and address: Work requested: 

LW/10/0128 
&  
LW/10/0129 
 

Mr S Fielden, The Stables, 
Teagues Farm, Lewes 
Road, N. Chailey.  
 

Planning Application & Listed Building Application - 
Conversion of barn into a residential dwelling and 
integrate the existing stables annexe into the barn 
and replace existing broiler house with oak-framed, 
timber clad garage. 

At the meeting of the Planning & Environs Committee held on 2nd March 2010 Members 
commented as follows: Parish councillors noted various s106 ref nos. listed under constraints and 
believe that there is a condition restricting use of the barn for purposes ancillary to the main 
residence only. The parish council would not support any waiver of the condition since the barn is 
outside the planning boundary. Subject to this condition councillors support the application. Page 
1 of the design and access statement states in the overview that ‘Mr Fielden will be converting 
the building for his own use’.  
LDC subsequently informed the parish council that there was a section 106 Agreement on the 
original planning permission restricting the barn to ancillary use only.  This however was removed 
under planning application LW/07/1127 and the barn is no longer restricted to ancillary use. 
Members commented that an assessment of alternative uses of the barn would have been made 
by LDC when the condition was lifted and Members accepted LDC’s decision in 2007. 
Members were also notified that a copy of a representation to LDC dated 10.3.10 had been 
received from Dr & Mrs Cooper, of Hamlyns, Lewes Road. The letter objected to the introduction 
of a window on the south facing elevation and the use of timber cladding.  
Members asked that the following comments be notified to the case officer: Members support the 
application, subject to either no openings in the south facing elevation or use of frosted glass in 
the proposed window and that no additional openings be permitted in the south facing elevation 
(Drawing no. 409/11 10/09). Members commented that in their opinion timber cladding is a 
suitable exterior material for a barn and have no objection to it.    
 
5.  To note further information received from ESCC with regard to the DMO for 

‘approved’ footpath no. 64 (Brickyard Lane connecting to Green Lane, S. Chailey).  
Members noted that the objections to footpath 64 are to be sent by ESCC ROW for 
Consideration by the SOS as part of the DMO determination and that consideration of the 
objections may take some 6 months. It was noted that the objections include issues of land 
ownership and boundaries along the lane; challenges to the specified route of the lane and 
objections to the assessment of the way or parts thereof as an ‘approved’ footpath for DMO 
purposes.  
 
6. To consider the site visit report of the Chairman of the Chailey Planning and 
Environs  Committee for the following application: 
Deadline 
extended to 
8.3.10 

Name and address: Work requested: 

LW/10/0108 Mr R Crook & Mr J Balcombe, 
land at Orchard Cottage, 
Brickyard Lane, S. Chailey.  

Planning Application - Erection of a 
detached house with integral garage and 
associated works to provide a turning 
area and vehicular parking. 

See minutes of meeting held on 2.3.10 (item 7) for previous discussion of this application. 
The site visit on 5.3.10 was attended by the following Members: Cllrs J. Millam (Chair of P&E), 
D.Cowan, D. Cranfield, M. Downey, J-P. Ellis, K. Gould, P. Olbrich & J. Tillard. Cllrs Evans and 
Waller were not able to attend.  
Subsequent to the council meeting on 2.3.10 and prior to the site visit Mr J. Walters supplied a 
further written representation dated 4.3.10 to Chailey PC and this was included in the case 
papers passed to the Chairman of P&E in advance of the site visit.  
 
 
Mr Walters requested that Members take note of his recommendation that the southern edge of 
the lane commences 3.7 metres from the northern wall of Kiln View and Chilworthy, that the lane 
be 4 metres in width and that the parking bays and turning area be of the same width and depth 
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as that envisaged in application LW/00/0976 in order to ensure the safety of users of the lane and 
to ensure adequacy of access. 
Subsequent to the council meeting on 2.3.10 and prior to the site visit ESCC provided Chailey PC 
with an update on the current status of the DMO and this was included in the case papers passed 
to the Chairman of P&E in advance of the site visit. 
 
The following comments were reported to LDC on 8th March in order to meet the extended 
deadline. Members noted that the parish council had previously expressed support for application 
LW/04/2184 (P&E minutes 2.11.04) and LW/09/1148 (P&E minutes dated 1.12.09, subject to 
conditions) and agreed that they did not have objections to LW/10/0108 subject to the following 
conditions: 
1) Retention of the existing conditions 1-5 as included in the decision notice for LW/04/2184;  
2) Restriction of the ridge height of the proposed dwelling so as not to exceed the ridge height of 
the adjacent property Oakhaven, Kilnwood Lane. Members commented that this could be 
achieved by way of excavation of lower foundations so as to ensure that the proposed property is 
in keeping with its neighbour and to reduce overshadowing.  
3) Inclusion of detailed conditions to safeguard the safety of pedestrian and vehicular users of the 
lane and to ensure the adequacy of parking and turning provision for users of the lane. The case 
officer is asked to check with ESCC Highways whether the recommendations made on 19.2.10 
require any revision in the light of residents comments made on 2.3.10.  Residents wish to 
emphasis that the parking bays and turning area included in the current application are not as 
substantial as those envisaged when conditions were set for LW/00/0976 and in addition 
residents state that the width of the lane itself is not as wide as originally envisaged when the 
conditions for LW/00/0976 were set. Account should also be taken of any additional pedestrian 
movements along the lane associated with footpath 64. 
4) Inclusion of a condition to prevent any obstruction to footpath 64 or restriction of access to 
users of footpath 64. The case officer is asked to liaise with ESCC concerning any impact of the 
development on footpath 64. The ‘accepted’ DMO application for the public footpath linking 
Brickyard Lane and Green Lane is to be submitted by ESCC to the SOS for determination. As 
noted at the meeting on 2nd March 2010 the owners of Brickyard House and Southdowns View 
state that further clarification is awaited with regard to the exact route of footpath 64 and that the 
application site appears to overlap with part of the footpath route. 
5) Inclusion of a further condition relating to construction times as in the decision notice for 
LW/09/0659, namely: Construction work and taking of deliveries on site shall be restricted to the 
hours of 0800 to 1800 Monday to Friday and 0830 to 1300 on Saturdays and works shall not be 
carried out at ant time on Sundays or Bank/Statutory Holidays. 
6) Inclusion of an ‘Informative’ relating to the ongoing legal discussions between the applicants 
and others relating to boundaries, rights of access and rights of use of land as in the decision 
notice for LW/09/0659, namely: It should be noted that the approval of this planning permission 
does not take precedence over private legal or land ownership rights, nor grants any rights above 
those that already exist. It is recommended that independent legal advice be sought regarding 
these issues prior to any commencement of development.  
Cllr Millam reported that he informed the members of the public who were in the vicinity at the 
time of the site visit that they would have a further opportunity to make representations if the case 
went to the LDC Planning Committee for consideration.  
 
 

7. URGENT PLANNING MATTERS - to consider LDC planning applications received: 
App rec. 3.3.10 
Deadline 26.3.10 

Name and 
address: 

Work requested: Council decision: 

LW/10/0201 
 

Mr P Davies, 
Twiggs, Green 
Lane, South 
Chailey.  

Planning Application – 
Erection of a single storey 
front extension. 

Support. 

App rec. 3.3.10 
Deadline 26.3.10 

Name and 
address: 

Work requested: Council decision: 

LW/10/0211 
 

Mr & Mrs 
Robinson 

Planning Application – 
Erection of ground & first 

Support. 
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Oakfields, 
Lewes Road, N. 
Chailey. 

floor extensions, 
conversion of garage to 
habitable use & erection 
of an attached garage.  

LW/10/0217 
 

Mr B Bigg, 
White Lodge, 
Cinder Hill, N. 
Chailey.  

Planning Application – 
Section 73A 
Retrospective application 
for the retention of a 
septic tank. 

No objection. 

App rec. 5.3.10 
inc additional 
info Due17.3.10 

   

LW/10/0037  
(East 
Chiltington 
parish) 

Yokehurst 
Farm, 
Mill Lane, S. 
Chailey. 

Erection of a single storey 
and two storey extension 
at side/rear. 

Support, on a majority 
decision (6 in favour; 2 
abstentions and 2 objections) 
See comments below. 
 
 

Re LW/10/0037 - Members supporting the application stated that whilst the proposed works were 
significant in scale, the overall site was considered to be of sufficient size for the proposed works 
and there was no problem of overlooking.   
Those objecting expressed concern that the design was not in-keeping with the character of other 
dwellings in the local area. It was noted that the application involves some planting for screening, 
however the property is currently clearly visible from the distant South Downs and the proposed 
extension would increase the property’s visual impact on the rural scene. 
 
8.   Date of next P&E Committee meeting: Confirmed as Tuesday 6th April 2010. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.17pm. 
 
Signed: 
  
 
 
  Chairman 
 
Date: 
 
 
 


