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Minutes 

 
A Meeting of Full Council was held on Tuesday 19th July 2011 in the Reading Room, Chailey 
Green, commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
 
Present: Cllr. M. Evans (Chairman) 

    Cllrs.P Atkins, J-P Ellis, S.Griffin, J. Millam, J. Tillard. 
 

Public present: three 
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk).  
 
11/90. Apologies:  Cllrs. B. Blake, D. Cowan, D.Cranfield and L. Waller.   
 
11/91. Declarations of interest: None. 
 
11/92. Items considered as a matter of urgency:  

Representations from members of the public:  
Mr P. White and Mrs E. Berry, residents of New Heritage requested that three matters 
relating to New Heritage should be considered by the Council. The Chairman agreed to 
accept these matters as an urgent item for discussion. 
Mrs Berry outlined that the three issues which she had been requested to raise were: 
i) Provision of a dog waste bin. 
ii) Provision of a Notice Board. 
iii) Provision of a Road sign. 
Mrs Berry explained that no help had been provided by the Parish Council apart from the 
relocation of the grit bin at Warrs Hill. A recent statement had also been made about the 
decision not to provide funding for a footpath. It was requested that the Council consider 
provision of these items 
Cllr. Atkins responded that he lived at New Heritage and was aware of the residents 
concern to provide a footpath. It was explained that these matters had previously been 
raised and that the response was as follows 
i) Provision of dog waste bin: Lewes District Council is responsible for the provision of 

dog waste bins. Mrs Berry stated that other Parish Councils had purchased dog 
waste bins and provided details regarding suppliers and cost. It was explained that 
the provision of the bin would need to include an on-going contract to empty the bin 
and dispose of the waste. Parish Councils generally provided bins on land owned by 
the Parish Council. It was agreed that the Clerk would pass this enquiry to Lewes 
District Council. 

ii) Road Sign: It was confirmed that the developers should have provided a road sign 
before leaving the site. Lewes District Council had a responsibility to provide road 
signs. The Clerk agreed to pass this matter to Lewes District Council to request that 
a sign is provided. 

iii) Provision of a notice board: Presently there were four notice boards within the 
Parish. The Council had previously considered this matter and it was agreed that 
the most appropriate place for the notice board would be on the wall of the Old 
Chapel, once the works to the building had been completed. It was agreed to further 
consider the provision of a notice board at the next Council meeting. 

iv) Warrs Hill Footpath: Cllr. Atkins confirmed that ESCC Highways had advised that 
they are unable to provide a proper footpath. Seventy one houses had been built at 
New Heritage, and it was accepted that the road was narrow and speeding traffic 
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did make it dangerous for pedestrians. Although funds cannot be used to provide a 
footpath within the time scale, Cllr. Atkins’ opinion was that any remaining sec106 
funds should be used to provide some type of foot way. 
Cllr. Tillard commented that whatever other surface type was used (if the path was 
not of a “tarmac type”), it would not be suitable for use by mothers with children in 
buggies etc. Mr White commented that the road was very dangerous for pedestrian 
use. In addition pedestrian use had increased due to the social housing on the site, 
with more households including young children. 
Cllr. Evans explained that the section106 funding had to be used within a specific  
timescale. The purchase of land, permission for change of use of Common land and 
developing designs was a long process. East Sussex County Council was reluctant 
to proceed to design the footpath, to later discover that permission was not granted 
and funding was lost as a consequence. The Parish Council had considerable 
sympathy with the residents of New Heritage and the Council had tried to consider 
all alternatives. It was agreed that any surplus funds should be used to make the 
site safer. Cllr.Tillard suggested that a site meeting with ESCC Highways and 
residents could be arranged, in order to explore any positive suggestions for a 
solution. 
Mrs Berry commented that the sec106 funds had been a sum of money available for 
New Heritage and enquired how much had been spent. It was explained that Parish 
Council’s do not hold sec106 funding. Lewes District Council holds the funds and 
allocates this for the various purposes set out in the agreement and therefore also 
holds information concerning expenditure.  

 
11/93. Minutes: To agree minutes of Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st June 2011: 

The minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record of the Full Council meeting held on 
21st June 2011. (Council resolution 219/11) 

 
11/94. To consider representation from Chailey Sports Club: 

Mr J Gould, President of Chailey Sports Club attended the meeting to discuss the Sports 
Club’s concerns about the conversion of St Marys Church to a dwelling and the grant of 
access (the access being shared by the Sports Club). The Sports Club were of the view 
that they didn’t wish to take a commercial stand point but were concerned that they would 
be relinquishing any rights to the proceeds of the sale of the deed of grant relating to St 
Marys. The Clerk had confirmed in March that £30,000 was allocated within the Councils 
reserves for the rebuild of the Sports Pavilion. However, members of the Sports Club 
committee felt vulnerable with the present arrangements and could be held personally liable 
if they failed to secure available funds. Mr Gould added for illustration that in commercial 
circumstances where there was a commercial arrangement between landlord and tenant, 
the tenant would expect a 25% share of any proceeds from the deed of grant. The Sports 
Club had an unexpired lease with many remaining years. The Sports Club committee were 
prepared to tackle any challenge to the decision to agree to the deed of grant, if there was 
a full commitment by the Parish Council to allocate funds for the rebuilding of the Sports 
Pavilion. 
It was confirmed that the present lease was rent free. 
Cllr. Evans confirmed that £30,000 was earmarked within the Council’s reserves and had 
been since 2005/6, this sum had therefore been committed for the rebuilding of the Sports 
Pavilion. The money exists and continues to exist. It was appreciated that the Sports Club 
does a great deal for local residents. It was understood that the project was likely to be 
established within twenty four months and funds could be committed for this period. In 
addition there was the possibility that a loan could be arranged by the Parish Council and 
payments added to the precept.  
Mr Gould explained that a new committee could criticise the current committee if they failed 
to receive available funds. A letter confirming the commitment would provide some 
reassurance to the committee. It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a letter to the 
Sports Club confirming the allocation of funds. 
Cllr. Evans concluded that money was likely to be needed at an earlier stage and was 
available - as a start-up fund. 
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Mr Gould confirmed that there were two trustees for the Sports Club, himself and Mr Mike 
Beard.  

 
11/95. To agree co-option of new Parish Councillors 

Mrs S. Griffin attended the meeting and confirmed her eligibility for service as a Parish 
Councillor. Mr J-P. Ellis had previously served as a Parish Council and wished to be 
considered to be co-opted to the Council.  Cllr. Tillard proposed that Mrs Griffin and Mr Ellis 
should be co-opted; this was seconded by Cllr. Evans. It was unanimously agreed to co-opt 
Mrs Susannah Griffin and Mr Jean-Pierre Ellis to Chailey Parish Council, (Council 
resolution11/220). Mrs Griffin and Mr Ellis accepted the invitation to become co-opted 
Members of the Council and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Cllr Griffin and 
Cllr. Ellis signed the Register of Members and the Members Interests Form. Members 
welcomed Cllr. Griffin and Cllr. Ellis to the Council. 
 

11/96. To receive Internal Auditors report and review Internal Auditors engagement for 
2011/12 

 The Internal Auditor Mr S Brentnall was  unable to attend the meeting but had submitted a 
written report, which had been circulated to members.  The internal Audit function had been 
carried out in accordance with the Governance and Accountability Guidance for Local 
Councils (2008 and 2010), as in previous years. The Audit included tests checks of the 
Council’s financial transactions and evaluating whether the Council’s system of internal 
financial control was adequate for the purpose intended and effective. During the course of 
the checks completed in 2010/11 no matter had arisen which was deemed necessary to 
bring to the attention of members.  
The Auditors fee for 2010/11 had been reduced to reflect the two visits to the Parish Office 
which had been necessary and would be maintained at the same level for 2011/12. In light 
of this information and due consideration for adherence to Governance and Accountability 
requirements, it was agreed that the Internal Auditor Mr Brentall should be re-appointed as 
Internal Auditor for 2011/12.  
 

11/97. Appraisal of Small Grants applications 
A table of grant applications received had been circulated for consideration prior to the 
meeting. The applications had been scored against the criteria for Chailey Parish Council 
Small Grants Scheme and compliance with S.137 of Local Government Act 1972 criteria. 
Members gave careful consideration to each application but were conscious that the overall 
total approved should not exceed that previously awarded. It was considered important that 
the groups and societies which promote community life specifically to Chailey should be 
supported. 
Chailey Cricket Club had requested a grant for equipment to improve the pitch surface. 
Concerns were raised that the present arrangements at the Sports Pavilion did not provide 
sufficient security for the storage of expensive equipment. It was suggested that the Parish 
Council would be able to assist in making improvements to the pitch using the current 
grounds maintenance contractors. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to request 
details of the works required. 
Chailey Bonfire Society-Members were generally supportive of the Club which arranges a 
number of Village events but were concerned that alternative options for staging the main 
bonfire event had not been explored. The grant made available last year was £600.00. A 
similar amount could be agreed for 2011/12, provided additional detail of the event plan and 
budget proved to be satisfactory. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to request an 
event plan and budget for 2011/12, to enable the Council to consider the application in 
more detail.  
Chailey Youth Group-at present the grant for the Youth Club is paid to the Parish Hall 
directly to cover the cost of room hire. This arrangement would continue but it was unlikely 
that there would be further funds later in the year for any additional activities.  
Home Start South Downs-with limited funds it was agreed that the Council would be 
unable to support this organisation on this occasion.  
 
 
Having fully considered the applications received,  grants were approved as detailed below: 
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(a total of £3,500): 
 

11/98. Finance Report to Council 
 i) Financial Summary for June  

The financial report for June was circulated indicating a balance of £39,312.83 in Barclays 
Bank Community account with seven un-presented cheques totalling £1,877.47 and a total 
of £26,141 on deposit. Total expenditure to date amounted to £11,680 providing an 
operating surplus of £14,400.  
ii) Approval of Expenditure The list of payments for June was circulated and approved. 
iii) Budget Update for Quarter 1, 2011/12  

 A summary of actual expenditure to 30th June and a budget comparison was circulated. 
Spending was in line with budget for the first quarter of the financial year. Invoices for 
Parish Maintenance and repairs were awaited. Members were concerned that the Council 
bank interest receipts were low and the Clerk agreed to enquire via SALC whether other 
Parish Councils had identified any other interest bearing accounts which were available to 
Parish Councils.  

 
11/99. St Marys Church, North Chailey- approval of deed of grant   
 Cllr Evans explained that the Church Commissioners had identified a single purchaser for 

St Marys Church. A draft deed of grant had been received. Once the final document was 
received it would need to be signed by the Chairman, on behalf of the Council. It was 
necessary that the Council should be in agreement with such an arrangement. Cllr Ellis 
proposed that the draft document should be circulated to members for approval and the 
final document signed by the Chairman (provided there were no significant changes). Cllr. 
Atkins seconded the proposal. It was agreed that the deed of grant would be signed by the 
Chairman of the Council (Council resolution 11/221).  

 
11/100. Correspondence for noting  
 Brickyard Lane footpath: Notification of the Appeal Decision had been received from the 

Planning Inspectorate regarding the proposed Definitive Map Modification Order (Public 
Footpath Chailey 64). Objections to the order could be made by 9th September 2011. 
Brickyard Open evening- invitations had been received from Ibstock for members to 
attend the open evening at Chailey Brickworks. 
Allotments- A request had been received for permission to erect wire mesh around plot 11 
to prevent rabbit damage. It was agreed permission would be granted.  
 

11/101. Exchange of Information:  

Community Grant Applications 
Grant Decisions  
Type of organisation CPC Decision 

Environment  
Chailey Commons Society 250 
Friends of St Peters Church 500 
Chailey Commons Nature Reserve 300 
Leisure  
Chailey Free Church- Coffee Stop 300 
Chailey & Newick Painting Group 150 
Chailey Evening WI 200 
Sport  
Chailey Colts Football 250 
Young People  
Chailey Brownies 300 
Rainbow Guides 300 
Chailey & Plumpton Guides 150 
Chailey Youth Group 500 
Chailey Heritage Enterprise Centre 300 
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• Allotments- Following a water leak the stand pipes at the allotments had been 
replaced as a matter of urgency. The taps had been stolen within a few days of 
replacement and this had been reported to the Police. The Police had advised that 
the taps should be replaced with an alternative type. It was agreed that plastic taps 
would be used to replace those stolen and the water supply would be turned off 
during winter months to prevent frost damage to pipes and taps. 

• Cllr. Millam suggested that the Council should draw the Chief Constable’s attention to 
the number of thefts from outbuildings occurring in the area. It was suggested that it 
would be useful to have a monthly crime report from the Police. 

• Finger Posts- two quotations had been received for the replacement of the finger 
post at Markstakes Lane. It was agreed that the lower quotation should be accepted. 

  
11/102. Risk Implications: None 

 
11/103. Implications of Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: None 

 
11/104. Date of next meeting of Full Council: 20th September 2011 at 7.30 p.m.  

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
 
 

Signed: 
 
 

Chairman                                                             Date: 


