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Initials: Date:  

 
Minutes 

 
A Meeting of Full Council was held on Tuesday 18th September 2012 in the Reading Room, 
Chailey Green, commencing at 7.45 p.m. 
 
Present:  Cllr. D. Cranfield (Chairman).  

Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan (part), S.Griffin, J. Millam, P. Olbrich, 
J. Tillard, R.Trussell, L.Waller (part).  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Public present: None  
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk).  
 
12/107. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. J-P Ellis, M. Evans. 
 
12/108. Declarations of interest: None. 
 
12/109. Questions from members of the public: None  
 
12/110. Items considered as a matter of urgency:  
 
12/111. To agree minutes of Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th July 2012: The 

minutes were Agreed and signed as a true record of the Full Council meeting held on 17th 
July 2012,(Council resolution 12/255). 

 
12/112. Chailey Parish Council Councillors Code of Conduct  

The Localism Act 2011 requires Parish Council’s to adopt a new code of conduct based on 
the seven principles of public life; selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, 
openness, honesty and leadership. A draft code of conduct had been circulated to 
members for consideration. There was discussion concerning the concept of disclosable 
pecuniary interests, which replaces the previous personal or prejudicial interest concept. 
The register of interests was updated.  It was resolved to adopt the Chailey Councillors 
Code of Conduct, as presented. (Council resolution 12/257)  
  

12/113.  Funding and Small Grant applications  
Chailey Parish Hall 
The Parish Hall Committee had applied to the Council for funding towards the paving of an 
area around the Parish Hall to improve usage of the Hall and access. The Parish Hall 
committee held insufficient funds to pay for the works required. The lowest quote received 
was in the region of £14,250 for 155 square metres of paving between the Hall and the 
hedge on the East side; and the concreted area to the South of the Hall. Currently it was 
impossible to use the side access door to the Hall, due to the uneven ground levels. Some 
Councillors had visited the site to ascertain the extent of the works proposed and concluded 
that this would improve the access to the Hall and encourage further usage.  
It was proposed that the Parish Council should provide a grant of £10,000 towards the total 
costs. This was agreed by 7 votes in favour: 2 against the proposal. It was therefore 
resolved that a grant of £10,000 would be provided to the Parish Hall with the following 
conditions: 
 
1. Councillor Cowan should work with the Parish Hall committee to ensure that the work 

was carried out to the satisfaction of both the Parish Hall Trustees and Chailey Parish 
Council. 
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2. There was a lack of detail for the drainage being proposed. This mainly concerned the    
“run off” of rainwater away from the Village Hall (as opposed to the current situation). It 
was considered prudent to confirm with the contractor that the cost of drainage works 
had been allowed for in the quote before work commenced. 

3. The type of paving to be used needed to be finalised.  
4. Chailey Parish Council had an expectation that the contractor would honour the original 

quote of £14,250.  
5. There may be a need for the installation of additional outside lighting as a result of 

unused areas being brought into use, particularly on bonfire night; and this should be 
considered before any work commenced. 

 
Chailey Sports Club 
The Chairman advised that Mr J Gould had enquired whether the Parish Council would 
consider permitting the Sports Club to draw down some of the funds, which were ear-
marked for the rebuild of the Sports Pavilion. Further information had been requested and 
was still awaited. It was agreed that the matter should be discussed at the next available 
Council meeting following receipt of the information.  
 
Chailey Commons Society  
A Community Grant application form had been received from Chailey Commons Society. 
The closing date for grant applications was 30th June. The Society had had an exceptionally 
busy year and had omitted to make the application by the closing date. Councillors 
commented that the process of considering all grant applications together enabled the 
Council to make efficient use of the funds available. It was agreed as an exception that the 
application should be considered and a grant of £125.00 was approved. The Chairman 
confirmed that he was the Council’s representative for the Commons Society and would 
attend meetings, if provided with an agenda in good time.  

   
12/114. Reports from Council Representatives on Village Organisations  
 Chailey Youth Group- Cllr. Olbrich advised that the Chailey Youth Group Committee 

meeting date was awaited. Cllr. Olbrich also indicated that Mr M Rider had advised that 
there was a sum of £1,300 remaining in the fund established to resist development in North 
Chailey. It had been agreed to provide the remaining funds to the Chailey Youth Group. 
Allotments - Cllr. Millam reported that the allotment gate had been left open on several 
occasions and plot holders should be reminded to close and lock the gate on leaving the 
site. The Clerk advised that there had been a report of large pieces of metal being found on 
Allotment Plot 10. Cllr. Millam agreed to visit the site and investigate. 

  
12/115. Finance Reports to Council 
 i) Financial Summaries for July and August:  

The financial reports for July/August had been circulated indicating a balance of £60,028.06 
in Barclays Bank Community account as at 31st August, with fifteen un-presented cheques 
totalling £4,841.62. The Barclays deposit account balance was £75,000.00. Total 
expenditure to date was £30,955, leaving a negative operating figure of  
-£3,097. However, the second instalment of the Council Tax precept of £24,000 had now 
been received. 
ii) Approval of Expenditure: The list of payments for July and August was circulated and 
approved.  
iii) It was noted that a letter had been received concerning ethical issues relating to 
Barclays Bank. The Council had previously reviewed the bank accounts and there were 
difficulties in changing banks; relating to the availability accounts for local authorities. It was 
agreed that the matter would be further considered if the Co-operative Bank developed 
more branch offices, as close proximity of a branch office was also an important 
consideration for the Council.  
  

12/116. Correspondence for noting and response: 
The listing of correspondence received was circulated and noted.  
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• Correspondence had been received from Mr R Fisher of The Five Bells requesting 
that the Parish Council endorse the contents of his letter to Norman Baker MP. It 
was agreed that the Council would respond to Mr Baker to support the value of local 
enterprises to the community life of the Village. Particularly those facing the 
challenges of the current economic climate.  

• 9.00pm- at this point Cllr Waller and Cllr. Cowan left the meeting. 
• Correspondence had been received regarding the cattle grids and speed ramp 

installed at Mill Lane, North Chailey. The cattle grids and ramps had been installed 
as part of the commons grazing project by East Sussex County Council.   A request 
had been made for a further ramp to be installed at the upper end of Mill Lane. This 
part of the Lane was not owned by Chailey Parish Council. There had also been 
comments on the necessity for the second ramp and a further request to deal with 
the potholes in the surface of the lane. It was confirmed that this issue had been 
previously reviewed by the Parish Council. Permission had been given for the lane 
to be surfaced with tarmac, provided there was no liability on the Council for future 
maintenance. The Council would be willing to grant permission for the lane to be 
resurfaced provided there was no future maintenance obligation to the Parish 
Council.   

• Further correspondence had been received regarding River Farm. The Council’s 
solicitors would be advised to proceed accordingly. 

• A quotation had been received for the printing of compliments slips and the 
expenditure of £30.00 was agreed. One quotation had been received for the printing 
of Jubilee Map Tea Towels, which would be further considered. 

    
12/117. Items for information and future discussion:  
 Items for future discussion were agreed: 

• Consideration of grant to Chailey Sports Club. 
• Progress of work on Pump House. 
• Possible appointment of Parish Handyman/woman.  
• Additional Storage at the Reading Room.  

 
12/118. Chailey Parish Council Pension Policy 

The Pensions Reform Act 2011 had introduced some new responsibilities for employers, 
the major change being automatic enrolment into a pension scheme for employees. It was 
therefore necessary for Chailey Parish Council to consider the recent changes to the Local 
Government Pension Scheme and review its pension policy. Regulation 4 (3) of the Local 
Government Pension Scheme (Administration) Regulations 2008 requires that employers 
must designate which employees may be eligible for membership. A draft pension policy 
statement had been circulated for member’s consideration. The policy included the 
designation under Regulation 4 (3). Members considered the various points in the policy 
statement. It was proposed that the pension policy document as presented should be 
approved. It was unanimously resolved to approve the pension policy statement (Council 
resolution 12/256).  

   
12/119. Risk Implications: None  

 
12/120. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: It was noted that there had 

been a burglary reported in North Chailey. A quantity of tools and equipment had been 
stolen.    

 
12/121. Date of next meeting of Full Council: Tuesday 16th October 2012 at 7.30 p.m.  

The meeting closed at 9.25p.m. 
 
Signed: 
 
Chairman                                                             Date: 


