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 Minutes 
 
A meeting of Members of the Chailey Parish Council Planning and Environs Committee 
(Urgent Planning Matters) was held on Tuesday 17th July 2012 in the Reading Room, Chailey 
Green commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllr. L.Waller (Chairman)  

Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan, D.Cranfield, J-P Ellis,  M. Evans, S.Griffin, J. Millam 
(part), P. Olbrich, J.Tillard, R.Trussell. 
 

Public present:  None 
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk) 
 
12/133. Apologies:   Cllr Millam had been unavoidably delayed at the start of the meeting. Cllr. 

therefore Waller took the Chair of the meeting in his absence.  
 
12/134. Verbal Representations by members of the public: None.  

 
12/135.  Declarations of Interest by Councillors: None.  
 
12/136. Items not on the agenda considered as a matter of urgency: None 
 
12/137. Implications of the Habitats Regulations relating to Ashdown Forest: 
 Correspondence had recently been received from Wealden District Council seeking 

comments on the proposed modifications to the Core Strategy Development Plan 
Document. Subsequently a report was received from Lewes District Council explaining the 
Habitats Regulations and European Directive on the conservation of Natural Habitats and 
of wild fauna and flora (known as the Habitats Directive). Regulation 61 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulation 2012 (known as the Habitats 
Regulations) transposes the Habitats Directive into British Law.  The directive protects 
sites that are designated due to having species and habitats of European importance. 
These sites are afforded the highest possible level of protection: 

 
i) SAC-Special Areas of Conservation – sites designated for flora, fauna and 

habitats of international interest. 
ii) SPA- Special Protection Areas – sites designated to conserve the habitat of 

protected birds 
iii) Ramsar sites – wetlands of global importance. 
 
Wealden District Council have been progressing their Core Strategy through to adoption. 
A key part of the evidence that supported the Core Strategy considered the potential 
impact on Ashdown Forest as a result of new residential development in the locality. 
Working with Natural England, Wealden DC established that new residential development 
within 7km from the edge of Ashdown Forest was likely to increase levels of recreational 
activity within the Forest, significantly impacting upon the protected ground nesting birds. 
Therefore in order for residential development to be acceptable Suitable Alternative 
Natural Greenspace (SANGS) would need to be provided to divert potential visitors away 
from the Ashdown Forest. The level of SANGS provided would be 8 hectares per 1,000  
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new residents (roughly 430 households). The Planning Inspector has recently accepted 
Wealden’s approach and therefore Mid Sussex DC and Lewes DC will be obliged to take 
the same approach. 

            An interim mitigation strategy is being developed. Until the strategy is in place the District 
Council will need to resist residential development within the 7km zone.  
A map indicating the 7km zone and 15 km zone of influence had been circulated to 
members; the zone indicated includes Newick and part of Chailey. 
Members considered the map and report and made the following points: 

• The map showed a line at 7km but under the plan drawing number this indicates 
7.5km. 

• As a result of the regulations residential development was being squeezed into 
ever smaller zones within Lewes District.  

• The SANGS appear to be unworkable being close to any residential development 
and with a 2.4 km of footpaths or bridleways requirement. 

• The Regulations would impact on relatively small developments. 
• No solution/option other than SANGS had been proposed such as limiting pet 

ownership in developments within the buffer zone (thereby limiting the impact of 
dog walking on nesting sites). 

It was agreed that Councillors would forward their individual comments to the Clerk who 
would collate the information to make a response to the consultation by the due date of 
16th August.  
 

12/138. To note Lewes District Council planning decisions, planning appeals and 
recommendations: A listing of planning application decisions received was circulated to 
members and duly noted.  

 
12/139.  Date of next P&E Committee meeting: Tuesday 4th September 2012. 
            The meeting closed at 7.55 p.m. 

 
Signed: 

 
 
 Chairman                                                                 Date: 
 


