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 Minutes 

 
A Meeting of the Chailey Planning and Environs Committee was held on Tuesday 7th 
February 2012 in the Reading Room, Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllr. L.Waller (Chairman) 

 Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan, D. Cranfield, J-P. Ellis, S.Griffin, P. Olbrich, 
 J. Tillard, R. Trussell. 

Public present: Five 
 
In attendance: V.Grainger (Clerk) 
 
12/21. Apologies for absence: Cllrs. J. Millam, M. Evans.  
 
12/22.  Verbal representations by members of the public:  

Residents of Railway Lane, Sheffield Park, attended to make comment on Planning 
Application LW/11/1570, Bluebell Business Park. Mr Boswell the agent for the applicant for 
LW/11/1447, The Old Lodge attended the meeting to provide additional information relating 
to this application. The Chairman read out a letter of objection she had received relating to 
LW/11/1570, Bluebell Business Park. Residents of Railway Lane explained their concerns 
about the scale of the proposed business unit, which would cause an increase in traffic 
movements along Railway Lane. Presently there were 13 adults and 8 children resident in 
Railway Lane. There was no footway provided for pedestrian use. ESCC had recently 
carried out a traffic survey which indicated that about 60% of vehicles using Railway Lane 
had exceeded the speed limit. There had also been a number of minor accidents and 
several near misses. There were no turning/passing points in the lane and damage to 
properties had been caused by vehicles reversing in order to pass. It was accepted that 
there was an existing industrial estate but 100 car parking spaces were now proposed; with 
no improvements to the lane itself or to the entry from A275 being suggested or planned. 
The lane was privately owned with three separate owners.  

 
12/23. Declarations of Interest by Councillors: None  
 
12/24. Minutes: To agree and sign as a true record the Minutes of the Planning & Environs 

Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 3rd January 2012 and the Urgent Planning 
Meeting held on 17th January 2012. The minutes were Agreed and signed as a true 
record. (Council resolution: 12/235/236). 

 
12/25. Items not on the agenda which the Chair of the meeting is of the opinion should be 

considered as a matter of urgency: None. 
 
12/26. To consider LDC Planning Applications: The Planning applications presented were duly 

considered by members and the following responses were agreed:  
Received 
date 

Due Date Planning 
Ref No. 

Name & Address Work Requested CPC Decision 

11.1.12 8.2.12 LW/11/1570 Challenge Packaging 
Ltd 
Bluebell Business 
Park 
Railway 
Lane,Sheffield Park 

Planning Application: 
Demolition of existing 
industrial buildings, 
realignment of estate 
road and erection of 
B1 industrial and 
office buildings with 
parking and external 
works.  

 See 
Comments 
below 

      
Received Due Date Planning Name & Address Work Requested CPC Decision 

Chailey Parish Council 
www.chailey.org 
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date Ref No. 
11.1.12 8.2.12 

 
LW/12/0004 Miss R Franklin 

5 Coppards Bridge,Cinder 
Hill 

Listed Building 
Consent Application: 
Alterations and 
refurbishment 

No objection 

19.1.12 10.2.12     
  LW/11/1447 Mr & Mrs M McGowan 

The Old Lodge 
Ridgelands Lane 

Planning Application: 
Erection of a dwelling 
for staff 
accommodation 

See 
Comments  
below 

  LW/12/0036 Chailey Heritage School 
Haywards Heath Road 

Planning Application: 
Installation of two 
stables, two tack 
rooms, hay barn and 
store 

 
Support 

  LW/12/0042 Mr C Kinrade 
Grove House,Cinder Hill 

Planning Application: 
Installation of 16 solar 
panels on a ground 
mounted frame 

 Support 

 17.2.12     
  TW/12/0006/TPO 5 Warren Wood 

North Chailey 
Work to Trees (TPO) – 
Mixed woodland (W3 
of the order) 
Deadwood, thin 
epicormic growth, 
remove ivy, crown lift 
lower branches where 
necessary.   

See 
comments 
below 

 
Planning Application LW/11/1570, Bluebell Business Park 
Members had noted the objections and concerns relating to this application expressed by residents 
of Railway Lane. Members objected to the planning application on the following grounds: 

i) The increased size of the proposed building and additional car parking would 
generate an increase in traffic movements, which would have an unacceptable 
detrimental impact on the amenities of residents of Railway Lane. 

ii) The size of the proposed building is disproportionate in relation to the only access 
lane which serves the site. 

Planning Application LW/11/1447, The Old Lodge, Ridgelands Lane 
It was noted that this property was just within the boundary of Newick Parish. Members expressed 
concerns that the creation of additional accommodation in the countryside may set a precedent for 
future applications. It was agreed that there would be no objection to the application with the 
recommendation that permission was granted only for the purposes ancillary to the existing 
dwelling for the use of staff accommodation; and no other purpose without prior planning consent 
being sought; and that no further extensions to the building be permitted. 
TW/12/0006/TPO  
Members agreed with LDC Officer’s recommendations:  to approve removal of basal and 
epicormic growth on main trunk or stem and crown lift secondary growth only. 
 
12/27. To note Lewes District Council planning decisions and planning appeals and 

recommendations: A listing of planning application decisions received was circulated to 
members for consideration and noted.  

 
12/28. Correspondence for Noting:  
 The list of recent correspondence received was circulated and noted. 
 
12/29. Risk Implications to be considered: 

An inspection report of North Chailey Playing Fields was presented. Since the inspection 
was completed there had been an act of vandalism to the playing fields when a 4x4 vehicle 
had been driven across the field causing considerable damage.  
Several issues had been highlighted in the report: 
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i) Fencing around the perimeter – this needed to be reinforced to prevent access. 
Enquiries would be made as to whether this could be further fenced as it was 
common land. 

ii) Dog fouling- it was agreed that a section would to be added to “Chailey News” 
article to remind residents’ to use the bin provided for dog waste and dispose of litter 
in the bin provided. It was commented that additional fencing may deter unleashed 
dogs running onto the pitches. 

iii) Litter – The Clerk would ascertain when the bin is emptied and whether another bin 
could be provided.  

iv) Drainage- improvement to the pitches could be considered further as an item of 
additional expenditure.  

 
12/30. Implications to Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Section 17: None. 
 
12/31. Items for information and further discussion: 

• Cllr. Olbrich reported that he had spoken to Ms Gemma Kybert, Chailey Youth 
Group Leader following her letter to the Parish Council. Funding for the youth group 
had ended following cuts to ESCC and LDC budgets for youth provision. This had 
resulted in the Youth Leader having to meet the shortfall out of her own pocket. Cllr. 
Olbrich proposed that the Parish Council should meet the short fall of £2,158 and 
further agree with Ms Kybert a future plan the Youth Club. The Chailey Parish 
survey had revealed that providing something for young people to do was 
considered a local priority by residents. In addition to the issue of funding, more 
volunteers were also needed to offer practical help. The Clerk advised that she had 
spoken to Sussex Clubs for Young People who would be able to offer help with 
future Youth Club plans.  
Cllr. Cowan expressed concerns that the grant proposed was disproportionate 
compared to other grants made and commented that other community grants were 
considered in June.   

• It was noted that the agreement of the grant should be referred to a Full Council 
meeting for approval. Cllr. Olbrich advised that he would not be able to attend the 
next Council meeting. It was therefore proposed that a grant for Chailey Youth 
Group of up to £2,000 would be considered for final decision at the next Council 
meeting.  This proposal was agreed 8:1 in favour.  

• Cllr. Ellis raised the issue of ID badges as he had been asked for one recently when 
making a site inspection. It was agreed that quotes would be obtained for the 
Council’s further consideration. 

• Cllr. Griffin advised that she had attended the LDC affordable housing workshop. 
She had also attended a meeting at the Children’s Centre and offered to attend the 
regular local group meetings (LAG meetings), with Councillors agreement. It was 
agreed that Cllr. Griffin would attend the LAG meetings on behalf of the Parish 
Council. 

• Jubilee celebrations- plans were underway with a further meeting planned for 8th 
March.  

• Jubilee map – Mr Rider and Cllr. Trussell were reviewing the proposed map and 
further reports on progress would follow. 

• Cllr. Atkins reported that the installation of the New Heritage notice board had been 
postponed and it was proposed that this would be installed near to the Old Chapel 
when renovation works were completed.   

12/32. Date of next Planning & Environs Committee Meeting: Tuesday 6th March 2012 and 
Urgent Planning Matters 21st February January 2012. 

 
              The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. 

 
     Signed:                                Date: 
 
 
     Chairman                                          


