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 Minutes 
 
A meeting of Members of the Chailey Parish Council Planning and Environs Committee 
(Urgent Planning Matters) was held on Tuesday 20th March 2012 in the Reading Room, Chailey 
Green commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present:  Cllr. J. Millam (Chairman)  
  Cllrs. P. Atkins, D. Cowan, D.Cranfield, J-P Ellis,  

M. Evans, S.Griffin, P. Olbrich. J. Tillard (part of meeting), R.Trussell, L.Waller.  
 

Public present:  Two 
 
In attendance: V. Grainger (Clerk) 
 
12/52. Apologies:  Cllr. Tillard was delayed and joined the meeting at 8.15 p.m.  
 
12/53. Verbal Representations by members of the public:  

Two representatives of North Chailey Allotment Holders attended the meeting to discuss 
various issues at the allotment site. The allotment holders were appreciative of the 
Council’s efforts to replace the stand pipes at the allotment site. Unfortunately the 
replacement taps had been stolen shortly afterwards and the replacements for those were 
also stolen. It was suggested that plastic fittings could be used and there was a 
discussion about alternatives which could be provided and would be more secure. It was 
difficult to ascertain whether the taps were stolen due to scrap metal values (which in this 
case would be negligible) or was just mindless vandalism. Cllr. Millam agreed to visit the 
site and advise the cost of recommended works. 
It was mentioned that there were a few unkempt allotment plots and the Clerk advised 
that two plots had recently been relinquished. Overhanging tree branches at the western 
end of the site was also mentioned. The Clerk had spoken to the Commons Ranger as 
the trees were on the commons side of the boundary fence, new stock fencing was being 
installed around the adjoining paddock fields. It had also been mentioned that the gate 
posts to the main gate were showing signs of rot and Cllr. Millam agreed to inspect these 
and report further.  
 

12/54.  Declarations of Interest by Councillors: Cllr. Tillard declared a personal interest in 
agenda item 6: Revised Travel Plan for LW/10/1010.    
 

12/55. Items not on the agenda considered as a matter of urgency: None 
 
12/56. Lewes District Council Planning Applications: The Planning Applications presented 

were duly considered by members and the following responses agreed:  
Received 
date 

Due 
Date 

Planning 
Ref number 

Name & Address Work Requested CPC 
Response 

22.2.12 23.3.12 LW/12/0171 Mrs D Mutter 
The Barn Mill House 
Mill Lane 

Planning Application: 
Erection of a single 
storey extension to 
west of existing barn 
to replace a wooden 
shed. 

 
Support 

   LW/12/0181 Murco Petroleum Ltd  
Chailey Garage 

Planning Application: 
Variation of condition 

 
Object- 
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East Grinstead Road 5 relating to Planning 
Approval LW/00/1356 
to extend operating 
hours of jet wash to 
07.30am- 21.00pm 
Mondays to 
Saturdays and 
07.30am - 21.00pm 
Sundays and Bank 
holidays.  

see 
comments 
below 

8.3.12 30.3.12     
  LW/12/0233 Mr & Mrs D Harrison 

Howthers Farm 
North Common Road 
North Chailey 

Planning Application: 
Erection of first floor 
gable extension, front 
porch and new 
openings to south 
elevation. 

 Support 

  
LW/12/0181 Chailey Garage, East Grinstead Road: 
Members considered the proposals and noted the letters of objection received. Members 
agreed to object to the application for extended operating hours due to the detrimental 
impact on the amenities of local residents: 10 in favour of rejecting the application and 
one abstention. It was recommended that the hours of business should remain 
unchanged.  
 

12/57. Planning Application LW/10/1010 Land at Gradwell End: comment upon Revised  
Travel Plan. (Response date for comments 21st March 2012). 
Councillor Tillard declared a personal interest in this item and declined to comment on the 
Council’s response.  
The Revised Travel Plan set out alternative routes/modes of transport which could be 
used (including a mini bus), if the development at Gradwell End should be approved. 
Several letters of objection to the plan had been received and noted. Cllr. Trussell 
considered that the plan provided very conservative projections and an analogy could be 
drawn with Chailey School where few of the employees live in the local area. Cllr. 
Cranfield commented that staff employed at Chailey School would be different from those 
who might be employed at Gradwell Park; posts available at Gradwell Park were likely to 
be lower paid carer posts and an analogy could not therefore be drawn. Cllr. Cowan 
commented that the Council should be looking at the plan objectively as the developer 
was attempting to mitigate some of the objections. 
Cllr. Evans commented that the Travel Plan set out the proposed appointment of a Travel 
Plan Co-ordinator who will work in conjunction with the Local Authority. The Plan would be 
periodically reviewed and revised to make it more effective.  
There was general concern expressed that the times of staff shift changes would coincide 
with school times when peak traffic movements occurred in Mill Lane. 
Councillors each expressed a view on the plan, and the following points were made: 

• There was an estimated 640 vehicle movements per day to the site. 
• Shift changes of staff and handover periods would clash with school times. 
• Train times to Plumpton station were inaccurate in the plan. 
• Mill Lane was already congested with no off-street parking. 
• There was no alternative route into the site. 
• The Plan dealt with some of the issues but not the width and traffic congestion of 

Mill Lane. 
• Although there was a desperate need for this type of facility (for support and jobs) 

Mill Lane and supporting infrastructure were inadequate. 
• The improvement of Mill Lane was beyond the scope of the Travel Plan and the 

planning application. 
• The Plan did not address the underlying problems. 

 
 
Having considered the document in detail Councillors agreed that their overall comment 
on the revised travel plan was as follows: 
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“Although in content the travel plan was good as far as it went, the plan still does 
nothing to reduce the congestion in Mill Lane. “   

 
 
12/58. To note Lewes District Council planning decisions, planning appeals and 

recommendations: A listing of planning application decisions received was circulated to 
members and duly noted. 

 
12/59.  Date of next P&E Committee meeting: Tuesday 3rd April 2012. 
          The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 

 
Signed: 

 
 
 Chairman                                                                 Date: 
 


