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Minutes 

 
A meeting of the of the Full Council was held on Tuesday 16th November 2021 at  
St Peter’s Church, Chailey Green. 
 
Present:  Chair: Cllr. K. Jordan 

Cllrs. S. Avery, N Belcher, M. Cornwall, M. Evans, M. Lethem,  
J. Millam, P Olbrich, R. Penfold. J. Tregenza. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Public present: Mrs Ann Jones, Cllr Matthew Milligan (East Sussex County Councillor) 
 
In attendance: Mrs B. Newell, Clerk 
 
21/175.Apologies for absence: Cllr E. Berry. 
 
21/176.Declarations of interest: None 
 
21/177.Questions/comments from members of the public: 

 
Cllr Milligan updated the Council on the following: 
 

• The bus service improvement plan has now been published by ESCC. The 121 
service (Newick to Lewes) will go from a two hourly service to one hour.  

• Presently, there are no evening services or Sunday services in Chailey, however it 
will shortly be possible to pre-book a seat in the evenings with the Dial-A-Ride bus 
service, linking up with the other transport services. 

• It was recently announced that £5.8 million will be put into road infrastructure, and 
hopefully some of this will benefit the smaller villages such as Chailey. 
 
Cllr Milligan was thanked by the Chair for attending and updating the Council on 
ESCC matters. Cllr Belcher brought to Cllr Milligan’s attention the problem of  
potholes on Markstakes and Green Lane; the potholes have been there for some 
time, and the lanes are in very poor condition. Highways have been out and so far, 
have repaired just one. Highways consider the remaining potholes not to be 
dangerous despite them doing damage to passing vehicles. CPC (and those 
residents living on the affected lanes) do not understand the logic of Highways 
coming out and repairing just one pothole, when there are many others that need 
attention. Cllr Milligan said that there are certain criteria as to what defines a pothole; 
it must be 30cm in all directions and no less than 4cm deep. However, he took on 
board CPC’s frustration and will report back at a later meeting. 
 
Cllr Evans asked if an electronic device could be implemented at some bus-stops 
that advise on progress of the bus, whether it is on time, going to be late or 
cancelled. Cllr Milligan said that there are apps on smart phones which give live 
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coverage of the busses but acknowledged that not everyone has a smart phone. He 
will take this matter back to ESCC and report back at a later date. 
 
Ann Jones, Chair of Chailey Village Hall spoke next. Ann thanked the Council for the 
help provided by CPC in covering the Caretaker’s fee and the village hall insurance. 
During the Covid period, the village hall was only receiving 20% of its usual income. 
However, like other village halls, Chailey received grants from LDC that enabled 
them to have the car park facilities improved. Drivepoint did the work, which the 
committee are very pleased with. However, funds did not extend to having the 
drainage done. Gullies and grates are needed down the sides of the car park to take 
the water which is coming in off the A275. Costs to improve this situation would cost 
£3,500, and Ann asked if CPC would consider funding the costs.  
 
Cllr Cornwall has been to visit the car park and confirmed that more work is required 
to make it fit for purpose and this work should be done before winter sets in. Cllr 
Millam thought that putting in aqua drains would be the least disruptive and not too 
expensive. However, these would need to be cleared out twice a year. CPC agreed 
to cover the costs of the works and agreed that it should be done sooner rather than 
later. Proposed by Cllr Evans, seconded by Cllr Millam. All in favour. 
 

21/178.Items considered as a matter of urgency:  

• Cllr Jordan attended Chailey Bonfire Society’s Remembrance Day on the 13th 
November. He learnt that the CBS and the Church have been doing some research 
and discovered that there are nine men from Chailey who died in the 1st World War 
who are not commemorated on the Memorial. There are a number of reasons as to 
why this may have happened; during the 1920’s when Memorials were erected, 
people had to pay a fee to have a name inscribed, not everyone could afford this. 
Some people who received injuries during the war did not die until many years later, 
therefore their names were not available at the time. Regiments were sometimes re-
organised, and men were transferred to other regiments. Those men may be 
recorded on Memorial stones where the regiment came from but not on their local 
Memorial. Cllr Jordan proposed that those nine names be put on the Memorial Stone 
in Chailey. Seconded by Cllr Cornwall. All in favour. CPC will ascertain the precise 
protocol for getting this done and will pay the costs of adding the names.   
 

• The Clerk informed the Council that she has received a quote from Stephen Comber 
for new fencing on the village Green. For 18 chestnut rails with 2 feet sawn posts 
concreted in will cost £735.00. Cllr Millam was dubious about concreting in in case a 
car runs into them. He thought to ram in would be better. Cllr Belcher proposed to get 
the work done, seconded by Cllr Millam. All in favour.  

 
21/179.To agree the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 20th October 2021:  

The minutes of the Full Council Meeting were agreed as being true and accurate. 
Proposed by Cllr Lethem, seconded by Cllr Olbrich. All in favour. 

 
21/180.To receive and if thought fit approve the financial reports for October 2021:             

The financial reports were agreed as being true and accurate. Proposed by Cllr 
Tregenza and seconded by Cllr Evans. All in favour. The Clerk advised the Council 
that £35K of CIL monies have been received for applications LW/19/0800 Glendene, 
and LW/19/0214 Oaklea developments. The Clerk prior to the meeting had issued a 
history of CIL monies received since 2017 to the present day. So far, the Council has 
spent £7,200 from the funds, with £35.5K allocated to certain projects in the village. 
Taking this expenditure into account leaves £85K to spend. To note, the Clerk has 
still not received the £500 from the Larkins production who used the Windmill for 
filming. 
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21/181.Clerk’s update on matters arising from October’s Full Council meeting: 

 
Items under 21/161: 
 

• Mirror at New Heritage. The Clerk has written to the New Heritage (as 
advised by Highways) asking them to remove the mirror. They are in receipt 
of the letter and will discuss at their next Directors meeting scheduled for the 
end of November. 

• Progress of footpath from Hamsey to Chailey – East Sussex Highways have 
advised that the developer’s contractor (Hamsey Lakes) has now booked 
road space to construct the footpath starting on the 10th January to 13th May 
2022. 

• Leaking tap at Allotments – Clerk has asked Robin Day to check on this and 
get back with an estimate to fix. 

• Trees on the track to Dove Cottage – Dan Lillywhite will be cutting back the 
trees on the 22nd November. He will have to close the track off for most of the 
day and the Clerk has delivered letters to advise those residents accordingly. 

 
Item under 21/162: 
 

• The Clerk has been in touch with Leigh Palmer and Joanne Stone from LDC 
to ask if they are able to attend a FC meeting regarding the S106 monies and 
the New Heritage. Leigh Palmer advised the Clerk that they are chasing the 
developer’s solicitors and will respond when he has heard from them. 

 
Item under 21/170: 
 

• The Church have written to say thank you for the £1,000 given to them by 
CPC for the Distress Fund. 

 
Item under 21/171: 
 

• The Clerk confirmed that she must apply for pre planning for the playground 
at Rowheath. She should know by the 6th December whether the Council will 
need to apply for actual planning permission. 

 
21/182.Council to consider donation to CPRE for annual membership: 

The Council agreed this year to increase the membership payment from £36.00 to 
£50.00. CPC recognise the hard work that CPRE do for communities like Chailey and 
are particularly grateful for their involvement with proposed developments such as 
the Eton project. Proposed by Cllr Lethem, seconded by Cllr Evans. All in favour. 
 

21/183.Cllr Evans to propose expenditure from CIL monies on feasibility appraisal to 
establish the cost and viability of installing flashing amber lights at the 
junction of the A275/Mill Lane. 
Cllr Evans reminded the Council that we were not able to proceed with the crossing 
at the junction of the A272 and Mill Lane. This was because we did not receive 
sufficient resident support and it was far too costly for CPC to consider. 
 
It was asked at a recent Highways meeting whether flashing amber lights could be 
installed and activated during school hours. The purpose of which is to warn 
motorists that there are children making their way to and from School and having to 
cross a busy road. There was no objection from Highways as such, but they would 
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not consider allocating design time to the project unless CPC could confirm we have 
the appropriate funds to pay for the lights. Unfortunately, Highways have not 
indicated how much the project would cost and Cllr Evans for this reason has 
nominated a guesstimate of £15K – should the costs well exceed this amount, then 
CPC would have to withdraw. If this is the case, then CPC will lose the initial costing 
fees for the feasibility study (£500).  
 
For Cllr Milligan to note; Cllr Lethem et al were disappointed with Highways in that 
they appear to put difficulties or obstacles in the way of a perfectly sound proposal 
that is benefitting the safety of school children. He did not think that CPC should have 
to commit to funding the cost of something that they do not know the cost for.  
 
Cllr Evans clarified that Highways had a responsibility across the County and needed 
to allocate human as well as cash resources, ie. the time of the Design team to plan 
and cost the project. He also reminded Councillors that, in terms of Highways’ criteria 
(eg. accident record at the junction) the project was lower priority while it was the 
Council which assigned the higher priority and so was willing to allocate CIL monies 
to the project. 
 
After debate, it was proposed by Cllr Belcher to move forward and pay for the 
feasibility study but not to make a commitment to pay for an unknown outcome. 
Seconded by Cllr Tregenza. All in favour. Cllr Milligan to enquire on behalf of the 
Council what the costs for such a project might be.  
 

21/184.Clerk to ascertain from Council if there is a Beacon available to use for the 
 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations next year: 
Cllr Jordan reported that the Chailey Bonfire Society are liaising with Newick Bonfire 
Society to see whether they have a spare Beacon that we might be able to use. If 
they do not have one available, CBS will find out the costs of having one made. Cllr 
Jordan to update at next month’s meeting. 
 
CBS are prepared to run the Beacon for the village and are prepared to use at the 
Sports Ground. However, they are mindful that, if the weather is hot and dry, the 
Sports Ground may not be an ideal place to light the Beacon in view of its location 
close to the Commons. If this is the case, then James Tillard is happy for the Beacon 
(or bonfire) to be erected on his land where the St George’s celebrations take place. 
 

21/185.Council to establish the name of the future playground at Rowheath on the  
advice of Cllr Jordan’s correspondence with the Lord Lieutenant’s Office:  
Cllr Jordan has been advised by the Lord Lieutenant’s Office that if we do not use the 
Queen’s name in the naming of the playground, then we can go ahead without 
seeking formal consent. That means that we can use the words “Jubilee” and 
“Platinum” without restrictions. It was therefore proposed by Cllr Jordan that the 
playground at Rowheath be called “The Platinum Jubilee Playground”. Seconded by 
Cllr Olbrich. All in favour. Clerk to advise Playground suppliers of the Council’s 
decision. 
 

21/186.To receive verbal reports from Councillors on their area(s) of responsibility 
and/or on their involvement with village organisations: 

• Cllr Olbrich advised the Council that there could be a price rise with the playground if 
we do not commit with the order before the end of the year. The Clerk, as indicated 
earlier in the meeting must determine from LDC whether we need to seek planning 
permission and will not know for certain until the 6th December.  
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• Cllr Penfold advised Cllr Olbrich that there is no update on the Land registry and that 
this is still being looked at. 
 

• Cllr Olbrich thought that the Chailey Bonfire Memorial Service was excellent and that 
they did an amazing job and should be thanked for their endeavours. Cllr Jordan to 
write a formal letter of thanks. 
 

• Cllr Lethem also expressed his thanks to Chailey Bonfire Society for the Memorial 
Services. He also informed the Council that it was Diane Palmer, Secretary of CBS 
who spent many hours hand crafting the beautiful poppy display that is on the Village 
Sign. The Bonfire Society are also putting up the Christmas tree on the village green 
on the 18th December – it has been quite a few years since a tree was displayed in 
the village and CPC are grateful to CBS for their work in bringing this together.  
 

• Cllr Cornwall has been to the Windmill and met with John Smith (Curator). The 
exterior of the Mill needs painting ideally next Spring/Summer. Three quotes will be 
required, which John Smith and Cllr Cornwall are able to organise. To note, £10,000 
from CIL monies have been put by for paint work. 
 

• Cllr Millam expressed his disappointment with the Police constabulary visit at last 
month’s meeting – as far as he is aware, the theft of his vehicle has not been 
investigated. 
 

21/187.To note and consider any implications arising from the Council’s duty under 
            section 17(1) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. None 
 
21/188.Confidential information: None. 
  
21/189.Next Full Council meeting: Tuesday 14th December 2021 at 7.30pm at St 
  Peter’s Church, Chailey Green. 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed:           Date:  
Chair 
 

 


