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Draft minutes subject to confirmation 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on Tuesday 29th April 2008 in the Reading Room, 
Chailey Green, commencing at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllr M Evans (Chairman), 
  Cllrs P. Carpenter, D. Cowan, J-P Ellis, K. Gould, S. Hampton, P. Olbrich, J. Tillard, 
  L. Waller. 
 
Public Present:  Mrs J Barbour, Pastor B. Biggs, Mr S. Brentnall, Mrs S. Chappell, Mr W 
Coleman, Mrs T. Gunes,  Mr I Henderson, Mr C. Jones, Ms G Kybert, Mr Miss H Leggett, Mr D and 
Mrs L Richards, Mr M Rider, Mr M Roberts, Mr J. & Mrs M. Smith, Mrs J. Stent  
 
In attendance: County Cllr. Meg Stroude, District Cllr. Sharon Davy, PCSO Cathy Clarke, Mrs R. 
Seccombe (Clerk). Representing AirS: Jeremy Leggett, Liz Allsobrook, Teresa Gittins.  
 
The meeting commenced with the presentation of the Action in rural Sussex (AirS) 'Richmond 
Award' to Gemma Kybert, Youth Worker at Chailey Youth Group by Jeremy Leggett, Chief 
Executive of Action in rural Sussex and Meg Stroude, County Councillor for Chailey. 
Mr Leggett explained that the background to the Richmond Award and informed the audience that 
the award was based on nominations by the staff of AirS. In making the presentation Mr Leggett 
and Cllr Stroude paid tribute to Gemma's kindness, helpfulness and encouragement to others. Cllr 
Stroude congratulated Chailey Youth Group on helping to give your people a sense of purpose and 
respect for the community. Gemma Kybert stated that she was accepting the award on behalf of 
the committee and members of Chailey Youth Group. 
 
1. Welcome from Chairman of Chailey Parish Council, Cllr Mark Evans  
 Apologies and Matters Arising from the Minutes of the 2007 Parish Meeting 
Cllr Evans welcomed those present at the meeting and noted that apologies had been received 
from Norman Baker, MP & Cllr M. Downey. Cllr Evans raised a query arising from the minutes of 
the 2007 Annual Parish meeting in connection with passenger transport. Cllr Evans asked Co Cllr 
Stroude if any further funding was available for the rural community taxi and minibus schemes. Cllr 
Stroude explained that there were problems with low occupancy which resulted in poor viability of 
such schemes.   
 
2.  Chairman's Annual Report 2007/8 and Review of Parish Precept for 2008/9 
Cllr Evans delivered the following report to the meeting: 
"I begin with thanks - Chailey is fortunate to have an excellent Parish Clerk who works beyond the 
call of duty to ensure our sprawling village remains well-ordered.  She and we are greatly assisted 
by our District and County Councillors who doggedly pursue solutions to problems at their level; 
and by the invariable support of our Member of Parliament.   
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We are also grateful to Sussex Police who have taken on board our residents’ message – to see 
more Police on the streets, though we all remain concerned by the high level of vehicle crime.  We 
are particularly grateful to our Community Support Officer for her concern for the young people in 
our village.  
Last but not least, Chailey is fortunate in the number of residents willing to administer our many 
societies, clubs and voluntary organisations; it remains a priority for the council to support, in 
particular, the administrative costs of such organisations. It may be invidious, but I cannot let this 
meeting go by without mentioning the Chailey Common Management Committee, Chailey 
Commons Society, Chailey Colts and Chailey Youth Club, all of which have had heavy 
programmes this year and made great demands on their volunteer organisers. We also thank the 
team of the 'Save the PRH' campaign for tirelessly promoting our local hospital. 
The Parish Council considers it has three statutory duties and these are described in the preamble 
to our Action Plan.  During the year the Council has achieved the following objectives: 

• We have re-established the village green at Roeheath as a recreational area, mowing it 
more regularly and setting up a seat and goalposts.  This is in response to young people’s 
request for a ‘kick-about’ area. 

• We have supported the Youth Club, from its inception in December 2006, by paying the 
hire charge of the Village Hall and by contributing to running costs. 

• We have set up a new website www.chailey.org which is easy to keep up-to-date and which 
can also be used easily by village societies and clubs.  We continue to support the Parish 
magazine Chailey News as our main channel of communication with residents.  

• Councillors considered on several occasions the consultation regarding Chailey Common 
and finally decided to agree to fencing of Council-owned land on the Common as the 
recommended way to encourage grazing to improve and maintain the heath. 

• Councillors have maintained regular contact with East Sussex Highways and our priority – 
to see more appropriate speed-limits along the A272 – is being brought forward. 

• Councillors have agreed a Second Action Plan (to the next Elections in 2011)".   

Copies of the Action Plan were circulated. Cllr Evans reported that the Precept for 2008-9 had 
been set at £43,000, increased slightly from £40,000 in the previous three years, after taking 
account of inflation.  Funds currently set aside for major projects within the parish include £30,000 
as a contribution to the replacement sports pavilion at the North Chailey Recreation Ground; 
£15,000 for improved outdoor play facilities in South Chailey and £15,000 for windmill repairs and 
repainting. 
 
3.  Reports from Clubs, Societies and Local Organisations: 
3.1 Report from Gemma Kybert, Chailey Youth Group 
Miss Kybert paid tribute to the inspiration provided by relatives and friends in launching and 
steering the Youth Group and reflected on the Youth Matters Award Ceremony in December 2007.   
She reported that the Group helps in development of life skills and in providing popular activities. It 
is hoped that a youth café can be set up open 3 nights a week as a drop in centre with internet 
access and activities for young people. Thanks was expressed to the various funders and 
supporters of the group who have generously given time and money including the Local Network 
Fund, Youth Opportunity Fund, Mr Ian Henderson, the Council for Voluntary Youth Services and 
Chailey Parish Council. Chailey Youth Group supports the 'Every Child Matters' agenda.    
 
3.2 Report from Sue Chappell, Chailey Sports Club 
Mrs Chappell commented on plans for the new pavilion. Planning permission has been received 
but an amendment will be required in view of regulations affecting the size of changing rooms 
which must now be ½ metre larger than originally planned . Mrs Chappell reported that progress 
was being made with the application for funding for the new pavilion and acknowledged assistance 
from the Football Association. Detailed information is required from the Chailey Colts Club to 
support the application. A sub-committee has been set up to consider fund-raising both at national 
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and local levels. Problems with vandalism at the sports ground were noted and CCTV is to be 
introduced. Roof tiles had been donated to replace those stolen. Mrs Chappell thanked the parish 
council for financial support for the club. 
 
3.3 In absentia – report from Julie Whittaker-Jones, Chailey PCSO 
A report from PCSO Julie Whittaker-Jones was circulated. It was noted that the number of reported 
crimes in Chailey has decreased from 155 in the year to end of February 2007 to 123 in the year to 
the end of February 2008. CPSO Cathy Clarke explained the role of the neighbourhood specialist 
teams in targeting crimes in the rural area. 'Operation Marble' patrols have been set up to target 
underage drinking and ASB on Thursday and Friday evenings at 'hot spot ' areas.   
 
4.  Report from Lewes District Councillor, Sharon Davy 
Cllr Davy raised a number of issues with those specific to Chailey receiving special mention, 
including the following: 

• Part of Green Lane was not adopted by ESCC Highways when new housing was built at 
Setfords Field and Markstakes Corner and residents have suffered from the deteriorating 
road surface conditions. After lengthy discussions with Highways and with support from Cllr 
Stroude, Cllr Davy reported that the road is to be repaired to the same condition as 
adjoining roads.  

• At the New Heritage development uptake of housing units is progressing well. Rented 
housing will be allocated via the district Housing Register and shared ownership housing 
will be available to key workers. Cllr Davy reported on a site visit to the development to 
investigate ecological damage and to consider steps to be taken by Taylor Woodrow to 
implement recommendations of the ecological consultant. 

• Cllr Davy reviewed the Local Development Plan process which sets down planning policy 
guidelines through to 2026. Cllr Davy has emphasized the need for development 
contributions to support provision of recreational facilities in South Chailey. Cllr Davy has 
looked at potential sites for development (still at the pre application stage) registered with 
LDC – some 13 in Chailey and 148 district wide, many of which will not come to fruition. 
Some 1,000 of the total new housing of 4,400 units in the period to 2026 are to be located 
in rural areas, with decisions based on sustainability. It was noted that 9 sites for gypsies 
and travellers are to be found in the district.  

• Good progress is being made with recycling with 73.6% uptake in North Chailey and 69.2% 
in South Chailey. 

• The cost of the new free bus passes (£600,000) is a significant drain on district finances. 
Residents complain that the passes can't be used before 9.30 am, whereas they can be 
used from 9 am in Wealden. Cllr Davy has contacted the bus company to improve time 
keeping and bus reliability. 

• Cllr Davy welcomed the fact that Chailey Commons is to receive annual funding from LDC 
of just under £12,000 but expressed disappointment that as a district councilor she was not 
represented on the Chailey Common Management Committee. Mention was made of the 
recent clearance work and the concern over potential access by those who may set up 
unauthorized encampments. Discussions are underway concerning a licence to a group of 
volunteers to help in maintenance of Markstakes Common. 

• With regard to the proposed Gradwell Park development subject to the outcome of planning 
application, Cllr Davy expressed the need for a bus service from S. Chailey via Wivelsfield 
to Burgess Hill for access to shops and leisure facilities including the Triangle. 

• Cllr Davy expressed concern about the long term future of services at the Princess Royal 
Hospital especially with regard to maternity services. 

• Residents are reported to be very pleased with the new road at Kilnwood Lane and thanks 
were given to Chailey Parish Council for meeting signage costs. 
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• Cllrs Davy expressed satisfaction with the increased developers contribution amounting 

now to £47,000 towards the puffin crossing at St Peter's CE Primary school and noted that 
a further £8000 of funding had been allocated by ESCC.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr 
Stroude for her part in the negotiations. 

 
Mr Henderson noted with thanks Cllr Davy's monthly article in 'Chailey News'. 
 
5.  Report from East Sussex County Councillor, Meg Stroude 
Cllr Stroude reviewed the following key areas of ESCC activity: 

• Cllr Stroude reported that the ESCC Budget of £314m is sourced by central government 
(30%) and by council tax (70%) with additional central funding for education.  

• Major projects for ESCC Business Development include the Newhaven Regeneration 
project; the Eastbourne/Hailsham/Polegate triangle development project and the Hastings 
by-pass project.    

• ESCC Children's Services have been rated as 'good'. Emphasis has been placed on 
provision of respite care and support for parents. A variety of projects and functions were 
mentioned including the Funky Teens group for disabled young people, the Youth Cabinet, 
the Youth Development Service and children's centres in Uckfield, Eastbourne and 
Heathfield.  

• Community Services hopes to establish a new county records centre near Falmer and 
Lottery funding is being sought.  

• ESCC Transport and Highways is providing a phased introduction of speed limits in rural 
areas including Chailey. Protection of environmentally sensitive areas at Rye Harbour, 
Ashdown Forest and Chailey Common continues to be a priority.  

• Adult Social Care is focusing on support for older and disabled people in their own homes 
and easing the transition for those with mental health problems moving from care 
homes/sheltered accommodation designated for specific age groups.  

• Cllr Stroude noted the recent favourable Ofsted report for St Peter's CE Primary School 
and looked forward to the provision of a new crossing which it was hoped would be 
'manned'. She also expressed support for Chailey School which is delivering good results 
and increasing in popularity. The ESCC newsletter 'Your County' was recommended to the 
audience. 

 
6.  Question and Answer Session 

• Cllr Olbrich asked Cllr Davy if any preference was given to Chailey residents in the 
allocation of affordable housing units at New Heritage. 

• Cllr Davy explained that allocations were based on points on the LDC Housing Register 
and that 50 extra points were granted for local connections to the Lewes district but there 
was no distinction made between those with connections with particular villages or parishes 
in the district.  

• Cllr Gould queried the delay in repairs to local roads by ESCC Highways. Cllr Stroude 
reported that as a result of two bouts of very bad weather there were many stretches of 
highway with potholes requiring repairs and that ESCC funds for maintenance were under 
pressure. 

• Mr Brentnall asked what progress had been made with regard to cardboard recycling. Cllr 
Davy explained that cardboards recycling trials were taking place in Seaford but that so far 
in the district the costs of organizing collection and transportation had been found to be 
prohibitive.  

• Cllr Davy raised the issue of travel to school problems for children living near the county 
border with W. Sussex eg Wivelsfield pupils travelling to secondary school in Lewes and 
Ringmer. Cllr Stroude stated that reciprocal agreements exist with E. Sussex's 
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neighbouring counties whereby children can attend a school in a cross border county from 
their county of residence. 

• Cllr Millam asked to be supplied with statistics about recycling rates vs landfill at district and 
county level and Cllrs Davy and Stoude agreed to forward the information in due course. 

• Cllr Evans reported that Chailey School is celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2008 and 
noted that it was achieving good results in comparison with other schools in the county. 

 
7. Close of Meeting 
Cllr Evans concluded the meeting by thanking all those who had contributed to the meeting and 
said that it was encouraging to see what is happening in Chailey with the local groups and 
societies. Mention was made of the role of Pastor Biggs who had been influential in the initial 
setting up the youth group. The Village Design Statement is currently being drawn up to guide 
development in the village over the years to come. Cllr Olbrich thanked Cllr Evans for his hard 
work as Chairman over the course of the past year.    
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.53 pm 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 Chairman 
 
Date: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


